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Summary of Dormant Spray Meetings:

· Three PMA/PESP dormant spray meetings were held in November and December 2003 in Bakersfield, Chico, and Modesto. Approximately 350 growers and pest control advisors attended one of the three sessions. Each session included a regulatory update and pest management topics.

· The regulatory update covered DPR’s proposed dormant spray regulations http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/ds/ and the state water board’s discharge requirements for irrigated cropland and the conditional Ag waiver http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb5/programs/irrigated_lands/index.html 

There were several questions about the language in the draft dormant spray proposal and about the data supporting the proposed regulation. Many questions were asked about the discharge requirements from irrigated lands and the Ag waiver. One of the most asked questions was “how do I know if I am a discharger?” Basically, the requirements affect all growers who farm irrigated crops. The best advice for growers is to join one of the coalition groups currently forming.

· Pest management topics in general included:

1). PMA updates “what have we learned?”

2). What caused damage in the 2003 Butte PMA orchard and would a dormant spray have helped?

3). How fall monitoring can help determine the need for a dormant spray.

4). What happens when an OP dormant spray is not used?

It’s safe to say that many things have been learned from the five-year PMA effort.

One of the most important lessons is the need for monitoring. In the Butte and Stanislaus regions, the PMA showed that annual dormant sprays for peach twig borer (PTB) are not necessary unless monitoring indicates otherwise. Also, based on dormant spur sampling, San Jose scale can be effectively controlled in all regions with dormant oil alone. Damage that showed up in the Butte PMA orchard was caused by a combination of PTB and oriental fruit moth (OFM). Generally, OFM is not a problem in almonds. This was an unusual occurrence, difficult to anticipate. In this case a dormant spray would not have helped control OFM.

